‘Irish Times’ website to relaunch as a free service under the new name irishtimes.com 
· irishtimes.com replaces ireland.com as the online presence of the Irish Times newspaper

· ireland.com to be revamped as Ireland’s premier homepage portal website
Issued Saturday, June 28, 2008.  The Irish Times will publish on the web under its own title online from Monday morning with the launch of a new site, www.irishtimes.com. The site will be free to access by readers.  
The move to irishtimes.com is designed to make the newspaper the dominant media website in Ireland in the 21st century. The change from a subscription model to a free newspaper on irishtimes.com is a further instalment in the biggest editorial development programme in the history of the newspaper embarked upon last February with the redesign and modernisation of The Irish Times and the launch of new supplements.  
The move to a free Irish Times on the web follows a trend among many of the world’s leading print and online newspaper titles.  Online readers will also have access to the previous 12 months of The Irish Times free of charge.  
Speaking about the introduction of irishtimes.com, the Editor of The Irish Times, Geraldine Kennedy, said: “The Irish Times has had a proud and progressive history online. In 1994, it was the first newspaper in Ireland or Britain to establish an online presence, and one of the first 30 newspapers in the world to do so. The Irish Times bought the domain name ireland.com in 1997. And in 1999, www.ireland.com launched as the internet brand of The Irish Times.  
The relaunched site at www.irishtimes.com is designed to coordinate Irish Times journalism in print and online; to capitalise on our reputation for accuracy, authority, analysis and independent comment; to appeal to web-based readers who are growing in numbers; to give The Irish Times its own title on the web, alongside other great newspapers in the world today; and, most importantly,  under the Memoranda and Articles of The Irish Times Trust, to ensure the continuity of this newspaper’s distinct ethos, identity and journalism in new media.”
Managing Director of The Irish Times Ltd., Maeve Donovan,  said: “The move to the redesigned irishtimes.com marks an exciting period in the current development phase of The Irish Times.  In February this year, we replaced the Saturday edition of Ireland’s quality broadsheet newspaper with a new Irish Times Weekend edition, with lots more content on offer for readers

The new irishtimes.com will reflect the changing demands of online readers. The simplified and improved structure of the site is intended to keep pace with internet-user demand by helping readers find out what they want quickly. The new site is designed to bring readers easily from one story to another on related topics, or related websites and it will develop many multimedia features.”
In a second major development, also on Monday, the ireland.com web address, which the newspaper has used for almost a decade, will be launched as an entirely new site branded as ‘Ireland's homepage’. 

The new ireland.com will combine relevant content across a range of channels, local services and search functionality in a manner that has not been seen in Ireland before.   The new site is aimed at Irish internet users or people elsewhere with an interest in Ireland and all things Irish.
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